Troop Meeting etiquette and reminders:

 Only give treats to your own dog and if the dogs are loose try to slip them to your dog without the others noticing. If a “mob” starts to form near you and your dog and the treats, stop treating till the group disperses to avoid fights over the food.

 Dogs with any issues (fear, possessiveness, space issues, etc.) should wear a yellow bandanna as a reminder to others that your dog needs more space BUT it is still your responsibility to keep your dog out of trouble! If you need to, simply remind approaching owners of their need to “please keep your dog back”. If your dog gets too riled, you might need to step out till he/she can regain their composure and let their adrenalin subside before coming back into the meeting space.

 Everyone is responsible for watching their own dog(s) and controlling their interactions with others. If your dog pees inside or leaves a pile anywhere, you should be watching them closely enough that you will see this.  If you see someone else’s dog leaving anything, please point it out to the handler. Everyone needs to bring baggies with them and deposit full baggies in the designated trash can. 

If your dog is attempting to mount other dogs, it’s your job to disrupt this behavior. Call your dog or go get him/her.  If the behavior continues, you might need to put your dog back on leash.  If you see your dog (or any other) starting to “posture” or give pre-aggression signals like lip lifting or growling, walk between the dogs and try to disrupt their focus on each other. Avoid grabbing the collar unless really necessary because a collar grab can start the aggression rather than 
stop it.  A sharp “STOP IT” or “KNOCK IT OFF” will usually do the trick when combined with the walk between method.

 Please re-stack your chair before you leave and be sure you have all your belongings.

 If your dog starts to bark during the presentation part of the meeting, do your best to focus your dog’s attention back on you and work on simple obedience that your dog knows (sit, down, touch, whatever) that you can reward in rapid fire sequence to keep their attention.

 

No more than two dogs per person at the troop meetings and outings.  It's just too hard to watch more than that and keep them out of trouble.  If you want to bring more than two dogs you will need to bring extra humans that are knowledgeable and responsible enough to watch the extra dogs :-)

 It can help your dog settle if you bring a mat or blanket for them, but it’s not required.  It’s also not recommended if your dog has possession issues with his/her space or bed.

 Have fun! But not at the expense of others.

